The experiments were divided into seven groups:
1) The loading was continued until the disc began to lose height.
2) The discs were loaded up to 500 lb. and then unloaded to zero. into the ceizire of the disc (Fig. 4 )-Incisions were made through the postero-lateral part of the annulus fibrosus and were deepened into the central part of the disc to determine the effect upon its elastic properties. After a few experiments it was apparent that a mere linear incision or a split in the annulus, even when prolonged into the centre of the disc, caused no loss of its elastic properties (Fig. 4) . 
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The highly resilient elastic nature of the vertebral column is provided by the intervertebral discs, which constitute one-third of the whole length of the column. 
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